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In troduction
The H azara com m unity  o f Quetta, B alochistan has 
been  im pacted  b y  violence and  m igration  for decades 
bu t in the  past decade, vio lence against the  com ­
m u n ity  becam e unbearab le  and  has roused fears o f 
an  ex isten tia l th rea t to the  com m unity. The repres­
sive policies o f  A fghan rulers forced the  H azara to 
m igrate to Q uetta in  1894.1 A t this point, the  British 
rulers o f India w elcom ed them  for two reasons: first, 
the  A fghan-B ritish  Ind ia governm ent relations were 
hostile; second, the  British Ind ia governm ent provided 
refuge and  pro tection  b u t took advan tage o f  H azara 
m ig ran ts’ p ligh t and  began  to recruit them  in  the  Brit­
ish India A rm y to  com bat the  A fghans.2 The H azara 
adapted  them selves well to the  Q uetta environm ent 
and  began  to seek governm ent jobs and  m oved into 
trade, comm erce, and  o ther professions.

Upon the ir arrival in  1894, the  H azaras began  to settle 
in  the  northeast o f  the  city, adjacent to Kohi M uhar- 
dar M ountains. This area had  been a tem porary  abode 
o f  the  M arri tribe and  cam e to be called “M arriabad”. 
As the ir popu lation  grew, H azara m oved into  low er 
M arriabad areas know n as H ajiabad, Theyl Godown, 
Camp (nam ed after the  cam ps set up for the  1935 
earthquake survivors), and  adjacent places3. All these 
places w ere connected  b y  a m ain  road, w hich was 
la ter nam ed the  A lam dar Road. A lam dar Road b y  its 
very  natu re  sounds sectarian , as the  w ord A lam dar 
stands for the  one who carries the  “A lam ”, a religious 
flag th a t was carried b y  Im am  H ussain’s brother, A b­
bas ibn  Ali in  the  battle  o f  Karbala. The nex t big  w ave 
o f  H azara m igrants cam e from  A fghanistan  in the 
w ake o f  the  Soviet invasion  and  subsequent civil w ar 
o f  the  1990s, and  these m igrants settled in  w hat cam e 
to be called H azara Town, a few kilom eters aw ay  from

A lam dar Road.

Source: Google Maps (n.d).

A feeling o f  persecution  coupled w ith  m igration , lin ­
guistic, religious, and  cu ltu ral affin ity  infused strong  
com m unal sentim ents am ong the  H azara o f Quetta, 
lead ing  it to becom e a cohesive and  w ell-kn it group, 
th a t is conscious o f its identity.

Tools o f  V iolence Used
The Taliban and  the  L ashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ), a Sunni 
terrorist group, had  developed a nexus in A fghani­
stan  during the  1990s civil w ar w hen they  fought 
against the  N orthern A lliance, w hich included the  
Hizbe W ahdat, a H azara Shia m ilitan t group. As these 
groups settled in Pakistan  after the  US invasion o f 
A fghanistan  and  the  fall o f  the  Taliban governm ent in 
2001, the  LeJ took  serious no te  o f  the  H azara, regard ­
ing  them  as hostile to the  Taliban. This led the  Taliban 
and  like m inded groups to target the  H azara in Quetta.

The targeting  o f  H azara has a pattern . Between 2001 
and  2004, there  w ere sporadic and  isolated events o f 
target killings. D uring this period, the  A shura proces­
sion o f  10th M uharram , Friday prayers, a van  carry­
ing  the  H azara police cadets, and  o ther vans carrying 
passengers from  A lam dar Road to H azara Town w ere 
targeted. However, the  frequency o f  these killings rose 
in  2008-2009, particularly , follow ing the  killing o f 
Nawab A kbar Khan Bugti b y  the  security  forces. This 
created an  environm ent o f  vio lence and  anger in  and  
around  Quetta and  B alochistan. It is pertinen t to no te

1 M uham m ad Owtadolajam, The H azara Tribe in Balochistan; A n  analysis o f  Socio-cultural change (Quetta: H azaragi Academy, 2006): 437.
2 Ibid.
3 A lta f Qadir, “R eform ing the Pukhtuns and Resisting the British: A n Appraisal o f  the Haji Sahib Turangzai’s M ovem ent, N ational I nstitute o f  H istorical and  Cultural 
Research, 2015.
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th a t Saryab Road and  ad jacen t areas have a heavy  
concen tration  o f Baloch popu lation  and  it is also an 
area w here governm ent offices are located. M any 
H azara being  em ployees o f the  B alochistan govern­
m ent had  to rou tinely  travel to office and  back on 
Saryab Road and  becam e easy  targets. R ecognizing 
th a t Saryab Road had  m ade them  an  easy  target, the 
H azara adopted  Sabzal Road for travel betw een H az­
ara Town and  A lam dar Road. However, they  w ere ta r ­
geted in  the  com m ercial m arkets or o ther parts o f  the  
city  as individuals or as a group. The m ethod varied 
from  target killings to suicide bom bings. Invariab ly  
these target killings w ere driven b y  sectarian  m otives. 
This forced the  H azara to live in isolation, disrupting  
the ir social cohesion w hile aggravating  social, po liti­
cal, and  econom ic problem s for the  com m unity.

Research Objective, Q uestion & M ethodology 
This study  aims to  understand  how  violence has 
transfo rm ed  the  H azara iden tity  and  constrained the ir 
m obility, socio-econom ic w ell-being and  o ther oppor­
tunities. L iterature on iden tity  and  conflict suggests 
th a t w hen  a group thinks it is a target, changes occur 
in  the  w ay  it sees itse lf in  the  com m unity  o f  people. 
This study  attem pts to understand  the  everyday ethnic 
iden tity  o f  the  H azara th rough  partic ipan t observation  
as the  researcher is a H azara and  has been  b rough t up 
in  the  com m unity. Further, to explore how  perpetual 
conflict has im pacted  the  com m unity, data  collec­
tio n  was done th rou g h  focused group discussions and  
interview s. Interview s w ere conducted  w ith  political 
figures, intellectuals, and  h istorians o f the  H azara 
w hile focus groups w ere conducted  inform ally  at a lo ­
cal cafe visited  b y  m em bers o f  the  com m unity.

Form ation  o f  H azara Iden tity
Iden tity  has been  defined as m em bership in  a group, 
w hich is determ ined b y  a belie f held b y  b o th  “insid­
ers” and  “outsiders”. Beyond a collective belie f in k in ­
ship, a m ultitude o f  o ther features such as language, 
religion, race, cultu ral tra its, a sense o f  shared  history, 
and  pow erful sym bols associated w ith  the  group can

serve to reinforce and  perpetuate  a subjective feeling 
o f  belonging.4 The idea o f  everyday ethnic iden tity  re­
fers to the  ways in  w hich daily  activities can have an 
ethnic elem ent in  alm ost every  aspect. It starts w ith  
behaviors based on particu lar patte rns, w hich keep 
in tac t a set o f  rules w hile perform ing all o ther tasks, 
and  also includes bu t is no t lim ited to hav ing  friends 
from  the  sam e group, m arry ing  w ith in  the  group, feel­
ings o f  ob ligation  tow ards the  group, etc.

O w radolajam  (1975), conducting  an  ethnographic 
stu d y  o f the  H azara com m unity  o f Quetta, observed 
th a t the  H azara since the ir m igration  from  A fghan i­
s tan  in  1894 have continued  to  lead an  independent 
and  exclusive life w ith in  a segregated and  special 
circle o f  the ir ow n.5 O w tadolajam  po in ted  out tha t 
although  H azara w orked w ith  the  Baloch living in  the 
v ic in ity  and  enjoyed all the  privileges th a t the  people 
o f  B alochistan had, yet there  was little  or no social 
in teraction  w ith  the  Baloch. It rem ained an  exclusive 
and  isolated com m unity. Follow ing on the  footsteps 
o f  the  p ioneering  stu d y  b y  O w tadolajam , this research 
explores to w hat ex ten t the  iso lation  o f  the  H azara 
in  Q uetta led to  the ir target killings? and  w ere the  
H azara e thnically  conscious because o f  the ir b it­
te r  m em ories o f  A fghanistan  w hich did no t let them  
interm ingle w ith  others around  Quetta?

Com m on Religious Identity
The ethnic iden tity  o f H azaras w ould be incom plete 
w ithou t the ir religious identity . The H azara in  Quetta 
are p redom inan tly  Shia, and  though  there  w ere ru ­
m ors o f  Sunni H azara liv ing in K harotabad and  o ther 
areas o f  Quetta, it was no t possible to get in  touch  
w ith  them  during fieldwork. The m onth  o f  M uharram  
in  the  Islam ic calendar, w hich m arks the  m artyrdom  
o f  P rophet M uham m ad’s (PBUH) grandson, Im am  
H ussain along  w ith  fam ily  m em bers at K arabala, is an 
im portan t part o f  the  iden tity  o f  Hazara, w ho m ourn 
the  w hole m onth , as they  believe tha t H ussain was 
innocen t and  did no t deserve to  be killed. Like the 
Shias, the  H azara receive M uharram  w ith  gloom . Men,

4 Erik H.Cohen, “Com ponents and Symbols o f  Ethnic Identity: A  Case Study in Inform al Education and Identity Form ation in D iaspora,”A_p />lied  P ^ cholog^  53, no. 1 
(2004): 87-112.
5 M oham m ad Owtadolajam, The H azara Tribe in Balochistan; A n  analysis o f  Socio-cultural change  (Quetta: H azaragi Academy, 2006): 11.
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w om en, and  children w ear b lack color clothing; A lam  
(a religious flag) is raised  on the  rooftops; Nohas 
(lam entation) are p layed  at Im am  Bargahs (a separate 
p lace in m osques for religious serm ons, chest-beating  
and  m ourning) and  hom es. W om en m ostly  rem ain 
b usy  w ith  p reparing  the  Niaz (meal m eant to  be 
eaten  b y  m ourners and  the  needy) w hile m en m ostly  
constitu te  the  m ourners. Religious gatherings on the 
streets are led b y  m en, w hereas, w om en partic ipate  in 
m ourn ing  at the  Takia K hana (a separate place either 
at the  Im am  B argah or at home). This religious zeal 
in the  com m unity  is m et w ith  the  abandonm ent o f 
daily  activities i.e. business, education, etc. and  life 
goes back to norm al after the  A shura (the 10th day  o f 
M uharram ).

Feeling o f  O bligation Towards the  Group 
H azara com m unity  m em bers in Quetta also feel 
obliged to  follow  certain  obligations tow ards o ther 
group m em bers. This norm  is o f  u tm ost im portance 
as one’s loyalty  is prim arily  jud g ed  b y  one’s actions 
tow ards the  com m unity. No m atter w here one is or 
w hat one does, one is obligated to listen to  and  try  
the ir level best to address an  issue forw arded b y  a 
fellow com m unity  m em ber. Otherwise one w ould  have 
to listen to tau n ts  in  various gatherings la ter on. This 
is especially the  case w ith  the  H azara w ho are govern ­
m ent servants. A general feeling is th a t w hatever m ay 
be the  position  or designation  o f  a H azara official, 
they  are bound  to  leave the ir entire task  and  listen 
to w hat the ir fellow H azara have b rough t to them . In 
B aloch trad ition  and  Q uetta’s cultural environm ent, 
so lidarity  w ith  one’s ethnic group is a respected p rac­
tice: the  Pash tuns w ill show  sim ilar a ffin ity  w ith  the ir 
group and  so will the  Baloch. Further, persecution 
syndrom e has led the  H azara to believe tha t they  are 
no t treated  fairly  b y  o ther ethnic groups; therefore, 
for the  resolution  o f the ir grievances, th e y  m ust cling 
to a H azara official.

This sense o f  a close-knitted  iden tity  is reiterated  
b y  a com m on language, H azaragi; H azara belong  to

an altogether different race and  the ir features differ 
m arkedly  from  the ir counterparts in  the  city. F ur­
ther, the  group iden tity  is reinforced b y  com m unity- 
based organizations th rough  political gatherings and  
publications th a t reiterate  H azara’s shared h isto ry  
o f persecution  in  A fghanistan , s ta rting  w ith  Am eer 
A bdur R ehm an’s era in  the  1880s to the  Taliban rule 
in the  1990s.

Aspects o f  Iden tity  M ost A ffected By Violence 
S tructurally  inspired  an thropological analysis o f  w ar 
and  w ar-re lated  vio lence has prim arily  focused on 
the  inheren t po ten tia l o f  violence and  w ar to create 
identities. The line o f  reasoning  suggests th a t iden tity  
is bu ilt on difference and  becom es th reatened  w hen 
differences becom e too small. V iolence instead  recre­
ates or reinforces differences.6 Sim on H arrison states 
tha t vio lence has a struc tu ral function , th a t is, groups 
do no t create war, bu t w ar creates groups.7 It is no t 
violence th a t is creative, bu t ra th er peop le’s reactions 
to violence th a t constitutes the  creative elem ent.8 
For exam ple, in  the  case o f Stolac, a tow n  in  Bosnia 
and  H erzegovina, v iolence has unm istakab ly  created 
po ten tia l for unam biguous identities b y  po litically  
ethnify ing  all aspects o f  everyday life.9 Thus, M uslim  
nationalism  in Bosnia and  H erzegovina grew  no t b e ­
cause it had  been lying dorm ant th roughou t the  years, 
bu t because the  (nationalist) logic o f  w ar created it.10

However, the  case o f  H azara is sligh tly  different as 
the  previous section  suggests th a t they  already  had  a 
p ronounced  everyday ethnic identity . Thus, violence 
w hile no t creating  the ir identity , still im pacted  it. 
W hen individuals or collectivities perceive them selves 
as “addressed” b y  an  act o f  violence and  recognize 
(or m isrecognize) them selves as its in tended  recipient, 
they  no t on ly  m obilize tow ards a “defensive” recipro­
cation  bu t also “v ia  a process analogous to  the ir own 
generic identification  w ith  the  actual victim s o f  v io ­
lence, de-indiv iduate  the  agency  o f  the  literal agents 
o f violence to m ake it the  vio lence o f a collectivized 
‘O ther’”.11

6 Bronislaw  M alinowski, A n  anthropological analysis o f  war, 521-550.
7 Torsten Kolind, Post-W ar Identification: E veryday M uslim  Counterdiscourse in Bosnia Herzegovina, (Aarhus: A arhus Univ. Press, 2008).
8 Ibid.
9 Torsten Kolind, “Violence and Identification in a B osnian Town: A n Empirical Critique o f Structural Theories o f  Violence.” Warf are and Socie^ : A rchaeological and  
Social A nthropological Perspectives (2006): 447-468.
10 Ibid.
11 G lenn Bowm an, “Violence before Identity: A n Analysis o f  Identity Politics”, The Sociological Review, vol. 62, Issue 2, (2014): 152-165. https://doi.
org/10.1111/1467-954X.12195
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Collectivization o f the  Other 
H azaras’ perceive th a t the ir ta rge ting  was no t a 
sudden  spate o f  te rro r bu t a w ell-chalked-out p lan  
against them . They w ere first killed in  the  su rround­
ings o f  the  city, then  in the  city  center, and  lastly  
confined to the ir neighborhood, w hich had  now  
becom e an  open jail for the  com m unity  w ith  its 
segregated lifestyle. The results o f being  cut o ff from  
the  rest o f  the  city  w ere num erous. One, the  younger 
generation  m ostly  has friends from  the  sam e com m u­
nity . There are som e professional friendships bu t these 
are rare. G enerally , it was observed th a t con tact w ith  
the  outside w orld had  alm ost finished. Those w ho had 
relations in  earlier tim es are carrying  on w ith  them , 
bu t the  yo u th  was no t able to develop relationships 
w ith  o ther com m unities. “Chances o f socializing are 
no  m ore the re”, says Ibrar H ussain .12 “There was a 
tim e w hen w e used to go to Burm a Hotel, Saryab 
Road just to have a cup o f  tea  in  the  evening. That 
w ould  also allow  us to  exchange though ts w ith  our 
Baloch coun terparts”, bu t such  events o f  in ter-e thn ic  
in teractions are now  on ly  a part o f  history.

G overnm ent servants had  to leave the ir jobs; students 
had  to abandon  schools, colleges, and  universities; 
w hile businessm en incurred  losses or left the  m ain  
bazaars, the  chances o f  exposure to the  outside w orld 
and  getting  to know  them  are m eager, w hich has re­
sulted  in  the  H azara sim ply  believing w hat they  hear 
or read  about o ther com m unities. Fida G ulzari opines 
th a t “non-H azara exploit the  vu lnerab ility  o f H azara 
for being  a soft target o f  terro rism ” citing the  exam ple 
o f  his wife, w ho used to teach  in  Pak-Turk School in 
Q uetta. She w on the  Best Teacher’s A w ard bu t had  to 
leave her job la ter because the  colleagues w ith  w hom  
she used to travel to school feared th a t Fatim a (being 
a Hazara) was a m oving  target and  refused to have 
her on  the  v a n 13. C onstant fear and  target killings 
have pushed  H azara to th in k  o f  them selves as v ic­
tim s and  o f  all non-H azara (i.e. Baloch and  Pashtuns) 
the  collectivized ‘O ther’, as a sense prevails th a t all 
non-H azara  form  a group tha t is indifferent to the  
problem s o f the  Hazara. Thus, it was found th rough  
discussions w ith  various H azaras th a t m igration  is

yet ano ther phenom enon  o f  the  overall s ituation  as 
m any  have left Q uetta to settle in Karachi, Lahore 
or Islam abad. But these are the  w ealth ier fam ilies or 
those  w ith  governm ent jobs, w hile the  bu lk  o f  m igra­
tio n  has been  to A ustralia and  Europe. A lthough  it 
has helped som e fam ilies th rough  rem ittances, the  
problem atic part is th a t now  everyone w ants to m ove 
outside Pakistan  to  escape death, live a bette r life, and 
help those left beh ind  in  Quetta.

As p a rt o f  defensive reciprocation  to target killings, 
the  com m unity  considers it im portan t to be un ited  
against an  invisible enem y and  have a representative 
to raise the ir voice in the  assem bly. Thus, every effort 
is m ade to ensure th a t a H azara w ins the  elections. 
This race for represen tation  has resulted  in the  div i­
sion  o f  H azara society  into  tw o poles. On one side are 
the  e thno-nationa lists  and  on the  o ther are religious 
groups. H itherto, b o th  groups are busy  try ing  to w in 
the  confidence o f  the  people and  for this purpose, 
they  use all tools available to them .

Surge in  Religious Iden tity
There is a grow ing and  strong  sentim ent am ong the  
H azara th a t they  are being  targeted  because o f their 
faith, Shiaism. Other factors need further research but 
Shiaism  appears the  m ost visible. Yet, the  incidents 
and  tactics o f  terrorists are in terpreted  d ifferently  by  
various segm ents o f  H azara society. W hile e th no -n a- 
tionalist groups such as the  H azara D em ocratic P arty  
term  the  killings as ‘H azara G enocide’,14 religious 
groups such as M ajlis W ahdatul M uslim een insist tha t 
H azara killings are d irectly  linked to Shia killings 
across the  coun try .15

Violence, terrorist attacks, and  m igration  have further 
energized religious sentim ent am ongst the  H azara 
com m unity . For exam ple, previously, it was on ly  the 
m onth  o f  M uharram  tha t constitu ted  religious zeal 
and  expression, bu t now  A yyam ay Fatim iyah (the 
tw en ty  days signify ing the  death  o f  Fatim a Zehra, 
daughter o f  the  P rophet and  w ife o f  Ali ibn  Abi Talib 
- the  first Im am  o f  the  Shias), and  also b irthdays 
o f  religious figures are com m em orated w ith  ever-

14 The Express Tribune, “Balochistan violence: H azara Dem ocratic Party protests against targeted killings”, N ovem ber 12, 2012. https://tribune.com .pk/story/464342/ 
balochistan-violence-hazara-dem ocratic-party-protests-targeted-killings
15 Syed Ali Shah, “Countrywide protests against M astung Bloodbath”, The Express Tribune, January 22, 2014. https://w w w.daw n.com /new s/1081977
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grow ing zeal. Religious groups have changed  their 
strategy; there  was a tim e w hen th e y  used to deliver 
serm ons in  pure Persian  language, w hich m ost o f the  
attendan ts especially the  youngsters could no t under­
stand. But now  th e y  ta lk  in  p la in  H azaragi. They have 
also glam orized religion as they  call on  the  masses 
to  celebrate the  b irth d ay  o f Ali as F a ther’s Day, have 
nam ed the  b irth d ay  o f  Fatim a Zehra as M other’s Day, 
th a t o f Im am  H ussain as B rother’s Day, and  so on.

Further, the  p ilgrim age to ho ly  sites in  Iran , Iraq, and 
Syria has been nam ed as “S afar-e-Ishq” (Journey o f 
Love). In  the  past, this jo u rn ey  was m ade in  N ovem ­
ber and  Decem ber (due to school w in ter holidays) 
b u t now  it is considered a m ust for A shura, the  ten th  
day  o f  M uharram , or for Chehlum  (Arbayeen), w hich 
com m em orates the  fortie th  day  o f  the  m artyrdom  o f 
Im am  H ussain, in the  form  o f  a large gathering. One 
can see posters and  Facebook posts w ith  appeals to 
Shias to take part in these two grand  gatherings in 
order to p ay  tribu te  to Im am  H ussain. In the  past, 
one could listen to m usic in  the  m onth  o f  M uharram , 
betw een A shura and  Chehlum, b u t now  no one dares 
to  do that.

Conclusion
This research points out th a t the  H azara com m unity  
has been facing constan t violence in  the  form  o f 
ta rg e t killings and  suicide bom bings, w hich has led 
to  the  com m unity ’s isolation. Their locality  has been 
w alled and  there is an  em bargo on the ir m ovem ent 
beyond  those boundaries. Practically , the  com m unity  
finds itse lf trapped  in  tw o neighborhoods o f H azara 
Town and  M arriabad o f  Q uetta city. The feelings o f 
ob ligation  tow ards the  group have resulted in  the  
establishm ent o f  a num ber o f com m unity-based 
organizations, w hich range from  w elfare to education 
and  healthcare, catering  to the  needs o f  the  deprived 
m em bers o f the  com m unity.

However, violence against the  com m unity  and  resu lt­
ing  iso lation  o f  one and  h a lf  decades have increased 
vu lnerab ility  am ong the  Hazara, no t on ly  in  term s 
o f  security  b u t also trad itions, culture, and  language.

This has resulted in  rad icalization  along  two different 
tangents. One, violence m eted out to the  com m unity  
in the  nam e o f faith  has m ade it easy  for religious 
groups to invoke the  religious sentim ents o f  com ­
m un ity  m em bers, and  get them  involved ever m ore 
in religious activities as a gesture o f  show ing resen t­
m ent tow ards the  perpetrators o f  violence. Further, 
the  pilgrim age to ho ly  sites, w hich was once vo lu n ­
tary , has acquired the  overtones o f  religious duty. 
Two, the  nationalist p ropaganda has led the  H azara 
to fancy  a separate land  in  the  form  o f  H azaristan, 
as som e groups consider a separate hom eland  (going 
back  to H azarajat, the  h istorical hom e o f  the  H azara 
in central A fghanistan) as the  on ly  a lternative to the  
current helplessness.16 A grow ing sense o f v ictim hood 
and  helplessness has ign ited  religious zeal and  ethnic 
consciousness. E thnic politics is cu rren tly  at its peak 
w ith  its torch-bearers representing  them selves as the 
on ly  saviors against the  com m unity ’s current iso la­
tion  th rough  the  use o f  the ir connections outside the  
com m unity.

R ecom m endations
- Show Zero Tolerance Towards H ate Speech: The 

governm ent in coord ination  w ith  P ash tun  and 
Baloch com m unities should  m ake sure th a t those 
p reach ing  hatred  against the  Shia or H azara are 
dealt w ith  according to law  w hile educating  the 
people about the  consequences o f  hate  speech.

- Set Goals to Dem olish W alls Built around  H azara 
N eighborhoods: Instead  o f  concen trating  on the  
security  o f  the  H azara com m unity  w ith in  secluded 
neighborhoods, the  sta te  should  m ake all efforts to 
dism antle terro rist networks.

- In itia te  A ctivities for People-to -People Contact in 
Quetta City: G overnm ent should  in itia te  s tra te ­
gies for people-to -people contact beyond  the  walls 
bu ilt around  H azara neighborhoods in  the  form  
o f  political, social, religious, and  literary  festivals 
consisting  o f  all ethnic groups o f  the  city. This will 
help dim inish m isunderstandings and  rum ors con­
cerning each group. R ebuilding o f tru st am ong the 
Hazara, Baloch, and  P ash tuns o f  Q uetta is im pera-

16 Farha Sameen, “The Hazaras o f the Afghanistan in M ughal Times”, JSTOR, vol. 70, (2009).
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tive.
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