
p lan ta tion  drives w ere in itia ted  tha t helped in  increas
ing  tree population , the  pro liferation  o f seeds, and  the 
cu ltivation  o f  saplings.

These m odifications reaped several no tab le  outcom es. 
The com m odification o f ungulates (hoofed m amm als) 
and  pastures i.e. m arketable exchange o f anim als 
p rom oting  anim al care and  conservation, encouraged 
locals to pro tect and  conserve flagship species. Rev
enue sharing  b rough t local developm ent in com m uni
ties. There has been an  increase in  key  ungulates and 
carnivore populations. The in troduction  o f  p ro tection  
m echanism s for disease transm issions is ano ther posi
tive  outcom e. M oreover, a certain  k ind o f legitim acy 
and  m echanism  is evident th a t has aided in im proving 
tru st am ong local com m unities.

Concluding the  en tire  discussion, Nawaz shared how  
local com m unities prioritize socio-econom ic b en 
efits and  overall concerns. All these com m unities are 
w idely  diverse and  it is ex trem ely  difficult to group 
them  into a single entity . Benefits are n o t equally  
shared across all com m unities. Thus, it is im portan t to 
create aw areness regard ing  key  issues, resource use, 
and  the  need  to w ork together and  create linkages 
am ong these com m unities and  different regimes.

The ta lk  w as followed b y  a stim ulating  Q&A session. 
One o f the  partic ipan ts inquired  about the  role o f  tra 
d itional practices and  local w isdom  in  achieving b io 
diversity  conservation  as people see the  construction  
o f  pro tected  areas as foreign in trusion. Also, there is a 
large gap th a t exists betw een society, state, and  NGOs. 
Nawaz answ ered tha t establish ing pro tected  areas is 
a political decision, and  conservation  is one o f  the  
objectives. Overall, the  larger objective is to m ake it 
a w orld heritage site. Overall, the  study  questions the  
role o f  different actors in  m aking decisions and  how 
these decisions are made. A nother partic ipan t asked 
the  speaker to elaborate on political issues and  the  so 
ciological con text u n der w hich people are now  adop t
ing  sta te -bound  activities. Nawaz replied th a t the  
conservation  narra tive  in G ilgit-B altistan has evolved 
over the  last 50 years. It is sh ifting  tow ards com m u
n ity  involvem ent, also called as co-m anagem ent, bu t 
the  sta te  com m unity  partnersh ip  w ill take  ano ther 20
25 years to  reach the  required level o f  understanding. 
This is how  dem ocracy w orks, it takes tim e.

:Jourdain  V aillant, a d iplom at and  clim ate negotiator; 
Sohaib A nw ar, an  environm ental engineer at H agler 
B ailly Pakistan; and  Noor A hm ed, D eputy  D irector 
at the  E nvironm ent P rotection  A gency Punjab , w ere 
inv ited  b y  the  CPPG to  speak on “In ternational Cli
m ate Change N egotiations: Challenges to Justice and  
Security” on Jan u a ry  25, 2023 in  collaboration  w ith  
the  French Embassy.

P erta in ing  to the  ongoing  debate on Climate Change, 
V aillant h igh lighted  tha t the  public understand ing  
o f  clim ate issues has evolved in  the  last few years, 
and  the  in te rna tiona l fram ew ork for the  fight against 
Climate Change has becom e m ore integrated . U nited 
N ations Fram ew ork Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), adopted  in 1992, considered Climate 
Change as hum an-induced . To tackle Climate Change 
and  its negative  im pacts, w orld  leaders at the  UN 
Climate Change Conference in  Paris reached a lan d 
m ark  m ultila teral agreem ent on 12th December, 2015 
term ed the  Paris A greem ent. It sets forth  th ree  m ain  
agendas for negotiation : one, m itigation  -  lim iting 
g lobal w arm ing  and  rise in  global average tem 
p eratu re to w ell below  2°C from  preindustrial levels, 
p referab ly  1.5 degrees celsius; two, adap ta tion  and  re
silience -  creating  a global consensus on w hat adap
ta tio n  m eans. It is a fairly  difficult task  because som e 
countries believe th a t adap ta tion  requires funding  and 
th a t creates financia l constrain ts; three, p rovision o f 
financing  to  developing countries to m itigate Climate 
Change. In  COP15 (2019), the  developed countries 
prom ised to channel US$100 billion a y ear to less 
w ealthy  nations to  support clim ate action. Needless 
to say, the  prom ise has n o t been  m et as yet. However, 
V aillant shared  tha t efforts are being  m ade to  bridge 
this financing  gap.
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V aillant provided a deeper insigh t into the  w ell-doc
um ented  historical fact th a t the  industrialized  nations 
o f  19 th -cen tu ry  Europe p layed  a sign ifican t role in 
driving Climate Change. He em phasized the  ongoing 
proactive efforts aim ed at reducing greenhouse gas 
em issions. He acknow ledged the  com plexity  o f ad
dressing greenhouse em issions, em phasizing th a t there 
is no one-size-fits-all solution. He further highlighted  
the  im portance o f  involv ing  local com m unities, 
inc lud ing  w om en and  students, in  raising  aw areness 
about clim ate issues.

Shifting to the  dom ain o f  in te rna tiona l law, V aillant 
expressed skepticism  about its ab ility  to yield results 
on every issue. Instead, he h igh lighted  the  p ivo tal role 
o f  ‘n a tiona l w ill’ in  effectively im plem enting dom estic 
and  in te rna tiona l provisions.

Sharing the  Punjab  governm ent’s perspective on 
Climate Change, A hm ed drew  the  audience’s atten tion  
to  the  initiatives taken  b y  the  E nvironm ent P rotec
tio n  D epartm ent, Punjab  (EPD). The EPD is w orking 
on provincial Climate Change po licy  w ith in  the  broad 
fram ew ork o f the  N ational Climate Policy. It is also 
w orking closely w ith  the  federal governm ent to final
ize a na tio n a l adap ta tion  p lan  for bu ild ing  a resilient 
Pakistan . A dditionally , EPD is on board  w ith  irriga
tion , agriculture, and  energy  sectors; and  is w orking 
w ith  different academ ic institu tions to  spread aw are
ness am ong the  masses.

Lastly, A nw ar b rough t to a tten tion  the  issue o f  ‘ins ti
tu tio na l incoherence’ in  Pakistan . He po in ted  ou t th a t 
there  was a lack o f cohesion betw een institu tions at 
the  local, provincial, and  n a tiona l levels. He observed 
th a t one o f  the  im portan t events in the  political h isto 
ry  o f  Pakistan  was the  E ighteenth  A m endm ent, w hich 
had  devolved legislative powers from  the  federation 
to  the  provinces and  declared local governm ent as the 
th ird  tie r o f governm ent in  the  constitution. But u n 
fortunately , powers and  capabilities tha t w ere required 
b y  the  devolved institu tions w ere never fu lly  invested 
in, leading to lim itations in capacity. It goes w ithout 
say ing  th a t Pakistan  has lim ited operative capacities 
and  financia l resources. Therefore, one o f  the  m ain  
challenges facing P akistan  to d ay  is how  to build  
the  capacity  o f  the  sta te  and  how  to enable m arkets

w ith in  this dom ain  to absorb technology. Further em 
phasizing  the  deficiencies in P ak istan ’s institu tional 
fram ew ork, A nw ar listed: lim ited com prehension o f 
clim ate science, inadequate capacity  for data  assim i
lation  and  in terpretation , and, m ost crucially, chal
lenges in  effectively tran sla tin g  data  and  inform ation 
into  inform ed decision-m aking processes.

The discussion was followed b y  an  engaging  ques
tio n  and  answ er session, w here partic ipan ts expressed 
concerns about various aspects o f Climate Change. 
W hen delving into  m itigation  strategies, there  was a 
focus on in te rna tiona l negotiations and  the  influence 
o f  G -20 countries, inc lud ing  Saudi A rabia, India, Rus
sia, China, UK, and  the  US. It was argued tha t these 
nations can actively  exert the ir pow er in  in ternationa l 
conventions and  policy-m aking. However, it w as em 
phasized th a t w hile the ir influence is substan tial, there 
m ay  exist an  inequality  in  pow er d istribution  am ong 
these countries.

A ddressing the  subject o f  Climate Change financing, 
partic ipan ts raised concerns about its inadequacy  in 
m eeting  UNFCCC standards. V aillant said th a t there 
w as a pressing need for $1 trillion  to sustain  global 
efforts in m itigating  the  effects o f global w arm ing, 
bu t curren t financing  on ly  stands at $652 m illion. He 
high ligh ted  financia l disparities am ong countries and 
stressed tha t there  was a need for a legally  b inding  
financia l pac t and  sustainab le financia l infrastructure. 
A ccording to him , th is in frastructu re  w ould enable 
states to m anage financia l flows and  partic ipate fully  
in  the  m itigation  and  adap tation  process. M oreover, 
the  im portance o f  involv ing  the  private  sector in 
Climate Change negotiations tha t align  w ith  the  Paris 
A greem ent was highlighted. It can  be beneficial as 
p riva te  entities often provide sustainab le solutions.

It was also clarified th a t Climate Change financing 
extends beyond  trad itiona l g rants or funds. Relying 
heav ily  on ex ternal grants and  loans has been  deem ed 
unsustainable. Concessional grants have also been 
deem ed ineffective. Instead, Climate Change financing  
is the  to ta l global estim ation o f  financial flows over a 
given period. This leads to a call for Climate Change 
funds to be allocated and  disbursed at the  local and 
com m unity  levels, recognizing tha t the  im pact o f
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Climate Change is m ost acu tely  felt in these com m u
nities.

The conversation  shifted to  w hether advanced n a 
tions are w illing  to share technologies for developing 
a green econom y in  less developed countries. The 
speakers responded w ith  skepticism , prim arily  driven 
b y  concerns about the  in tellectual p roperty  rights o f 
these technologies being held b y  developed nations. 
A hm ed high ligh ted  th a t technologies are helpful on ly  
to a certain  ex ten t, so there  is a need for effective and 
actionable policym aking. Further, the  significance o f 
capacity  bu ild ing  is a key  factor in ensuring  effective 
m itigation  and  resilience building. He explained  tha t 
beyond  governm ent initiatives, the  involvem ent o f 
civil society  and  private entities w as equally  im por
tan t. Creating aw areness am ong the  masses, p articu 
larly  th rough  engagem ent w ith  the  education  sector, 
is essential. He stressed on the  im portance o f  educat
ing  the  bureaucracy  as they  have greater access to the  
masses. It allows for the  spread o f aw areness at the

grassroots level. Not on ly  tha t, it w ill aid in  foster
ing  a sense o f com m unity  and  ow nership w ith in  the  
m asses w hich w ill help bu ild  resilience.

A ddressing the  question  related to the  role o f geopoli
tics in  Climate Change adaptation , V aillant explained 
th a t im posing penalties on po llu tan ts  could be effec
tive  if  execution  w as ensured. However, nego tia ting  
on Climate Change was acknow ledged as challenging 
due to the  geopolitical issues o f different countries. 
The exam ple o f  the  Russia-U kraine w ar and  associated 
sanctions, h igh lighted  the  need for a long-term  so lu
tio n  and  a solid p lan  unaffected  b y  political dynam ics.

R egarding the  issue o f  data, A hm ed explained tha t 
access to num erous open databases has enabled effec
tive  u tilization  for m itigation  and  resilience building. 
C ontrary  to popu lar belief, he em phasized th a t P aki
s tan  has contextualized  databases w ith  h igh  precision 
and  w arn ing  system s.
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